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Dear Sir: 
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I hereby certify that this paper along with the attached INFORMATION 

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (two pages); Form PTO-1449 (one sheet); copies of 

information referenced on Form PTO-1449 (one book); and return postal card are being 

deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



on August 8, 2003. 



Donna J. Raaymakers Q 

Van Dyke, Gardner, Linn & Burkhart, LLP 
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Dear Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



In accordance with 37 CFR 1.51, 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants submit herewith 
patents, publications or other information listed on attached Form PTO-1449 for 
consideration by the Examiner in connection with examination of the present application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an admission that 
any patent, publication or other information referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention 
unless specifically designated as such. — 

Under 37 CFR 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be 
construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. 

The Examiner is kindly requested to consider the United States patents, foreign 
patents and other information listed on the attached PTO-1449 Form during the examination 
of the above-identified application, making the references of record, and to return an initialed 
copy of the PTO-1449 Form to the undersigned attorney. 

Particular ones of the patents were cited in an International Search Report in a 
corresponding Patent Cooperation Treaty application. Enclosed is a copy of the International 
Search Report indicating the relevancy specified by the authorized officer for these patents. 
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United States Patent No. 5,267,638 issued to Doane is commonly assigned with the 
present application. European Application No. EP 0 484 098 Al, which has a corresponding 
United States Patent No. 5,358,097, is commonly assigned with the present application. 
Published International Application No. WO 01/85582A which has a corresponding 
United States patent application, Publication No. 2001/1035332 Al, is commonly assigned 
with the present application. All of these are listed in the attached International Search 
Report for PCT Application No. PCT/EP02/13081. 

An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

TED W. HAAN ET AL. 



Date: August 8, 2003. 
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